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warlike armaments in Europe as would be involved in this arrangement, it would ia 
all human probability confer a lasting benefit on posterity, and amidst the crimes and 
errors of the last two years, diplomacy might fairly claim for such a peaceful triumph 
the respect and gratitude of mankind." 

We have thus made extracts from such parts of this pamphlet, as bear on 
the general question of peace ; as we deem it a valuable document for our 
cause ; and it will probably be seen but by few of our readers. We regard 
ks peace sentiments as a testimony ; not indeed of an adversary ; but of one 
who may be considered as an impartial medium between the ultra advocates 
of peace and those who defend war, alleged to be justifiable ; he is eminent, 
and reasons rather as a patriot than as a philanthropist. We do not under- 
stand him to object to armed defence of his country against hostile invasion, 
or even against violations of assumed foreign rights ; nor do we even know, 
that he believes a permanent Congress of Nations to be a practicable institu- 
tion. The sentiments we have quoted are designed, as is all the rest of the 
pamphlet, to apply exclusively to the war with Russia, of which he is a strong 
opponent ; but let them be applied to war in general, as they may be ; and 
fair deductions from them will bring us on to the safest peace ground. In 
exhibiting devastaiions in war, as disgraceful to those who commit them, he 
takes away the most potent impulse from which all its injuries are inflicted, 
by showing that the great strength of every nation for defence lies in the re- 
ligion and patriotism of the people, which may be aroused from every peace- 
ful pursuit at the sound of invasion ; he demonstrates that permanent armed 
forces are unnecessary for that purpose ; and we find that they only give the 
temptation and the power to the rulers who command them, to make hostile 
aggressions on others, whenever ambition or fancied interest shall dictate ; his 
advice to reduce military and naval torces to a low standard, would, if fol- 
lowed up pari passu by all nations, lead ultimately to a total abolition ot 
them, and render war impossible. 

While, therefore, we do not regard Mr. Cobden or his pamphlet, as com-, 
ing up to our high standard of peace principle, yet, if his views and re com 
mendations should be adopted and carried out by every civilized nation, we 
should feel perfectly assured that war would become only a matter of history, 
and Peace Societies be rendered forever unnecessary. 



We copy with great pleasure the following Addresses from the " Herald of 
Peace," for March, just received. 

ADDRESSES TO AMERICA. 

The Committee of the Peace Society has addressed the following Appeal 
to all the principal religious bodies in this country. They were much 
gratified to find that the Congregational Union had already anticiped the 
wish they ventured to express, and had sent, some time before, the excellent 
address which we have great pleasure in presenting to our readers, subjoined 
to this. 
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Peace Society, Office, 19, New Broad Street, 

London, February 8th, 1856. 

Dear Sir, — At a recent meeting of the Committee of the Peace Society 
the present menacing appearance of the relations between this country and 
the United States of America was taken into consideration. It was felt that 
notwithstanding the powerful motives both of principle and interest, arrayed 
against so fratricidal a contest, yet looking at the great power which the press 
in both countries possesses, and the disposition which it has unhappily too 
often shown to make an intemperate use of that power to exasperate public 
opinion, there is occasion for grave anxiety lest the differences existing 
between the two governments should lead to war. 

Among other means for averting so grievous a calamity, it was thought that 
our Committee might be permitted respectfully to suggest to the various 
religious bodies in this country, the desirableness of specially addressing 
kindred bodies on the other side of the Atlantic on so important an occasion ; 
so as, if impossible, to throw the oil of Christian love on the rising waters of 
strife. It is believed that the wide circulation of such addresses in America, 
and of the response which in all probability they would elicit in England, 
might be attended with the most happy effect, "by bringing the Christian 
sentiment of the two countries into activity, to oppose those appeals to pride 
and spurious patriotism, of which, it is to be feared, abundant use will be 
made by the secular press on both sides. 

May I request you, dear Sir, to bring this matter with as little delay as 

possible, under the attention of . 

Yours respeclfully, 

Henry Richard. 

" To the Congregational and other Churches op the United 
States of America. 

Congregational Library, Blomfield-street, 
London, Jan. 1. 

" Dear and honored Brethren, — We are encouraged to address you in our 
corporate capacity, as the Committee of the Congregational Union of England 
and "Wales, on a subject of great interest and importance to the churches we 
represent, by a remembrance of the fact that one of ihe objects contemplated 
in the formation of our Union was ' to ( establish fraternal correspondence with 
Congregational churches and other bodies of Christians throughout the 
world ;' and that, in pursuance of this design, the Assembly of the Union and 
its Executive have on several occasions addressed letters to the Congre- 
gational and other churches of the United States of America ; and on one 
occasion sent two of their brethren as delegates to visit you, while they have 
in return cheerfully received representatives from your various ecclesiastical 
bodies, and have been favored with fraternal epistles of great value from 
many of your annual gatherings. We believe that, in various ways, the 
interchange of sentiment and Christian feeling thus effected has been of 
mutual value ; and we shall be happy, as occasion arises, from time to time 
to aid in the maintenance of such correspondence. 

" It has been with great concern that we, in common with an over- 
whelming majority of our fellow-countrymen, have witnessed the springing 
up of anything approaching to a misunderstanding between the Government 
of Great Britian and that of the United States of America, and that we have 
been compelled to listen to rumoris of possible contentions between the two 
nations. We are devoutely thankful to the God of peace that there is now 
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reason to believe that the apprehensions, whether well or ill founded, which 
were thus entertained will not be realised ; and that, on the contrary, there 
is ample encouraging ground of hope for concluding that the amicable rela- 
tions which have been so long maintained between the two countries will 
continue undisturbed. Still we think the present occasion, while calling us 
to congratulation and praise, is one which should urge us to do all we can to 
promote and perpetuate the concord now happily existing. 

" Without propounding any theory on the unlawfulness of war in the 
abstract, we hold that its inevitable "disadvantages to nations are so great, 
and its calamities to individuals so awful, that Christian men and Christian 
churches are most legitimately employing their influence when they exert it 
in favor of peace. Recognizing the unity of the human race, and the con- 
sequent brotherhood of mankind, descended from the one great Parent, and 
redeemed by the one only Saviour, we would earnestly deprecate an appeal 
to arms in every case in which it can be avoided, and would seek by all 
honorable and Christian means to maintain the peace of the whole world. 
But we feel that, in addition to these general considerations, there are 
special motives which urge us to cultivate strong and peculiar affection to the 
people of your land. For the most part they speak our language, and retain 
a love to many of our social habits. You, beloved brethren, have sprung 
with us from a common ancestry. Your fathers left our shores, from neces- 
sity, in search of liberty, to worship the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and having happily secured that boon for themselves, bequeathed the 
legacy of religious freedom to you and your children. You have many of 
our best civil institutions incorporated with yours ; you possess a literature 
of varied and growing worth, which we appreciate and enjoy ; yon hold with 
us the great principles of rrotestant evangelical truth ; and you are strenu- 
ously laboring, as we are, to spread the gospel in heathen and other lands. 
The" alienation of two such countries, even for a short time, would be an 
incalculable calamity. Their hostility would be a spectacle over which 
angels might weep and demons triumph. The memory of the Pilgrim 
Fathers, the bonds of a no very remote common origin, the ties of a common 
Christianity, and the love of an adorable Saviour, all give weight to the 
apostolic injunction to endeavor to keep the unity of the spirit in the bonds 
of peace. 

"Without unsuitably interfering in political affairs, we believe that 
Christian churches, in their separate and associate capacity, can most 
effectually influence and mould public opinion on moral and social questions, 
such as the one we now venture to present to your attention. Cheerfully 
undertaking for ourselves to exert our utmost ability to perpetuate kind and 
brotherly feeling between the people of our country and of America, we feel 
assured that you, sympathising with our views and emotions, will earnestly 
aid our endeavors to promote this momentous object. The* mere mention of 
the subject will awaken in all Christian hearts a conviction of its importance. 
In the social circles of life, in your sanctuaries of worship, through your 
periodical literature, and through other approved channels, you will employ 
your holy influence for the maintenance of peace. In all such efforts we will 
join you, and at the throne of our Heavenly Father we will mutually sup- 
plicate His blessing on the peacemakers, and on the things which make for 
peace, and pray for the time when war shall be no more. 

" Thankfully recognizing the large amount of good which God has made 
you the honored means of effecting in the world by the agency of your 
voluntary Christian endeavors, and praying that all peace and prosperity may 
increasingly abound in your churches, we have respectfully to request that 
you may adopt such measures as to you may appear desirable for bringing 
this letter under the notice of the denomination or churches with which you 
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are connected, and remain, dear and honored brethren, on behalf of the 
Committee of the Congregrational Union of England and Wales, 

" Yours faithfully, 

" Robert Halley, d.d., Chairman. 

"Benjamin Hanbury, Treasurer. 

" George Smith, 7 „ , 

,, -o . ' > Secretaries. 

" Robert Ashton, ) 

ENGLAND AND AMERICA. 

We have just received the following admirable address sent by the Baptist 
Union to America, in accordance with the suggestion of the Committee of 
the Peace Society : — 

to the baptist churches in the united states. 

Beloved Brethren, — In anticipation of the Annual Session of the Baptist 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland, which has, on several occasions, ad- 
dressed to you fraternal communications, and under the pressure of circum- 
stances which do hot admit of delay, the Committee of that body, by these 
presents, venture to express to you their sentiments, well assured of the 
hearty concurrence in them o r all their brethren. 

The immediate occasion of our writing to you, is afforded by the grave 
aspect of international affairs, and more particularly the reported danger, 
more or less imminent, of the rupture of pacific relations between the United 
States and Great Britain. The varying hues of public intelligence we have 
watched, not with lively interest merely, but with a deep anxiety ; and we 
feel unfeigned pleasure in the prospect, which at one time appeared, of the 
entire restoration of cordiality between the two Governments ; but so much 
ground of anxiety seems yet to remain, that we deem it our duty to give ex- 
pression to our sentiments, in earnest deprecation of hostile proceedings. 

War, always the source of crimes and miseries which defy description, is 
especially to be deplored when it breaks out between two such nations as 
Great Britain and the United States. It is not only that our common origin 
gives it almost the character of fratricide, and that our extensive commercial 
intercourse renders it mutually calamitous to an unusual degree, but, more 
particularly, that our common religion stamps it with an aspect of cruelty 
without parallel. For not in name only is the religion of the two countries 
common. Many are among you, of different names, who worship God in 
spirit and in truth ; and to these many hearts of kindred piety in Britain 
cordially respond : so that a war between the,<e two countries is almost 
inevitably a war between Christian brethren — a murderous and deadly strife 
between those who are one in Christ Jesus. Our inmost souls recoil from 
such a possibility. We aive you the assurance, beloved brethren, that we 
have no wish for war with your country; but that, on the contrary, we 
earnestly desire and pray for the continuance of peace. 

May we not believe that you cherish the same sentiments ? As Christians, 
you love us, and. cannot wish to be shedders ot our blood. And may we not 
hope that a bond of attachment, so strong in itself and extending so widely, 
shall have some influence in preventing either the excitement or the diffusion 
of feelings out of which hostile measures might otherwise be evolved ? God, 
in his mercy, grant that this may be one of the fruits of that pure and un- 
defined religion by which he has graciously caused our countries to be 
respectively distinguished ! 



